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H 2272.1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2105

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmmittee on Crimnal Justice & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Representatives Kagi and Darneille)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 05/ 03.

AN ACT Rel ating to ensuring that offender popul ati ons do not exceed
prison capacity; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The Washington institute for public
policy, in consultation with the sentencing guidelines comm ssion, the
casel oad forecast council, and stakehol ders, shal | study the
rel ati onship between (a) prison overcrowding and (b) the current state
crimnal sentencing structure and sentenci ng ranges.

(2) The institute shall determ ne whether any changes coul d be nade
to the current state sentencing structure and sentencing ranges to
reduce prison overcrowding giving great weight to the primary purposes
of the crimnal justice system For purposes of this act, the primry
pur poses of the crimnal justice systemare to:

(a) Ensure that the punishnent for a crimnal offense is
proportionate to the seriousness of the offense and the offender's
crimnal history;

(b) Make frugal use of state and |ocal government resources by
concentrating resources on violent offenders and sex of fenders who pose
the greatest risk to our comrunities;

p. 1 SHB 2105



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N NN R R R R R R RR R
N P O © 00 NO O D WOWDN L O

(c) Pronote respect for the law by providing punishnment that is
j ust;

(d) Be comensurate wth the punishnent inposed on others
commtting simlar offenses;

(e) Protect the public;

(f) Ofer offenders an opportunity to inprove thensel ves; and

(g) Reduce the risk of reoffending by offenders in the comunity.

(3) The institute shall report its findings to the governor and the
appropriate standing conmmttees of the legislature no later than
January 1, 2004.

(4) For purposes of this section, stakehol ders include, but are not
limted to:

(a) The departnent of corrections;

(b) The indeterm nate sentence revi ew board;

(c) Victinms' advocates;

(d) Law enforcenent;

(e) Prosecutors;

(f) Defense attorneys;

(g) Local governnents;

(h) Judges; and

(1) Goups or organizations interested in sentencing reform in
Washi ngt on.

--- END ---
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